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Rationalizing the Denominator

Expressions are not considered to @mﬁlefa/q s;'m,o///}'eo( if they contain a radical

in the denominator. The act of rationalizfng‘(@mfow‘ha' vt rap&’ca,{ )from the
denominator is called Rod) posliz/ime, o Desmosmsmaror— . There are 2 cases:
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A) For an expression with gvown om /'4/ squaredeyaminator, multiply both the

rowscodsr Y Aenom il by the radical term.

Example 1: Rationalize the denominator & simplify
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Conjugates: two binomial factors whose product is @Z'ﬂ‘e,r!wu:& 0£ frq_ veses
eg. X+5)x-5— % 7¢ (a+b)a-b 5 2. L°

Example 2: simplify the products of conjugates:
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B) For a L,’N,m,'a/ denominator that contagtgiare root, multiply both the
Nuwm o & r/wa-m}naxér b)wbt’,'u (cluwé of the denominator.
(Why? //)rod.«cvé W/'” é& %n-ma/ )

Example 2: Rationalize the denominator & simplify
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