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6.4 Solving Rational Equations 

Diophantus of Alexandria: 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

To solve problems, we end up _______________________________________________, where 
the thing we are looking for is usually defined to be ________. 

Expression:    Equation: 

 

 

 

The biggest difference in dealing with rational equations, is that we can now multiply _________ 

______________________________ in order to cancel out the denominators.  We still need to 
factor to find the _________, and we will also have ___________________________________. 
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Example 1: p.342 
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Example 2:  Solve for k:  
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Example 3: p.346 - A championship dog race runs non-stop from The Pas to Flin Flon and back. 

The total distance is 140 km, and the winner ended up decreasing her speed by 6 km/h on the 
return trip.  If the total time was 8.5 hrs, what was the winner’s average speed for the first leg to 
Flin Flon? 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Assignment:  p. 348 Day 1 # 2-8, 14 


